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772 French Exploration between the Ubangi and Lake Chad. 

prosperity, even though France may do everything possible for its 
recuperation. Barth estimated the population at 1,000,000, but the 
inhabitants now number only one-tenth as many. The country, 
however, has the elements of well being, though the whole northern 
part of it, in the clay zone already mentioned, is exceedingly poor. 

Mr. Chevalier saw many signs that the water systems of this 
part of Africa were formerly of much greater extent. He thinks it 
probable that a great river once flowed north across the Sahara to 
the Mediterranean, Lake Chad being merely a back water. The 
abundant relics of the Neolithic Age, found in northern Wadai and 
in the regions adjoining the Bahr-el-Ghazal, indicate that prosper- 
ous communities once lived there. Vegetable and animal remains 
found in these countries give many proofs of a progressive desicca- 
tion, and of the invasion of the Sudan by a Saharan climate. 

The process is not regularly progressive, for Lake Chad has 
sometimes spread beyond its usual bed as a result of several years 
of abundant rainfall. Large areas have thus been flooded, and the 
lake has retreated to its former limits only after a number of years. 
In 1870 the lake rose to an unusual height; and another rise took 
place in .1897, but since that time the waters have continued to fall. 
As a result of the drought in 1902, Lake Fittri completely dried up 
in the following year, and hippopotami which inhabited it have 
gone elsewhere. The same fate has overtaken other lakes. He 
says no illusions should be cherished as to the value of Kanem, 
which borders Lake Chad on the northeast, for it is a dried-up 
country. 

In spite of the present ruin resulting from generations of slave- 
raiding, Mr. Chevalier says that the resources of the Central Sudan 
will give it large value when the policy of peaceful development 
has borne fruit. He divides the Central Sudan into three zones, 
each with its proper products, the intermediate one having the 
largest population and the richest agricultural opportunities. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

Railways in Rhodesia. By E. H. Smith Wright. With a Descrip- 
tion of the Victoria Falls by E. F. Knight. 56 pp., 3 maps and 
many illustrations. London : British South Africa Company, 1904. 
A handsomely-printed book, giving the history of the develop- 
ment of railroads in Rhodesia, including many novel incidents con- 
nected with the work. It appears that the Portuguese Government, 
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by treaty with Great Britain, agreed to build a railroad across the 
Portuguese territory to the British sphere of influence (Rhodesia), 
but it was not until the right to build the railroad had been trans- 
ferred to the British South Africa Company that this Beira-Salisbury 
line was constructed. Twenty-six pages are given to Mr. Knight's 
graphic description of Victoria Falls, with many very fine illustra- 
tions. The book concludes with a chapter on the prospects of 
farming in southern Rhodesia, with numerous half-tone illustra- 
tions of maize and wheat fields, tobacco and cotton plantations, 
orchards and potatoes, that seem to prove the truth of the assertion 
that " Rhodesia offers attractive prospects to the man of energy 
and enterprise equipped with some knowledge of agriculture and a 
capital of ^500 to ^1,000, if he is prepared to be content with a 
modest competency and not a fortune." 

British Nigeria. A Geographical and Historical Description of the 
British Possessions adjacent to the Niger River. By Lieut. -Col. 
A. F. Mockler-Ferryman. viii and 351 pp., map, illustrations, 
appendices, and index. Cassell &• Co. , Limited, London and New 
York, ipoj. 
The volume is a revision and in part a rewriting of the author's 
book " British West Africa " published in 1898. Though written 
for the general public instead of the special student, the aim of 
the writer was to give sound and accurate information; and he has 
succeeded well. His introductory chapters on the exploration of 
what is now British Nigeria are very interesting; but it is strange 
that he should have omitted from the list of explorers whose 
achievements he records men who did such good work in the 
present British territory as the Germans Rohlfs, Flegel, and Staud- 
inger. He describes the gradual acquirement of the territory by 
the British, the various Governments which have ruled it from the 
Royal Niger Company to the present Administration, tells the in- 
teresting story of the old Fulah Empire, and of the independent 
kingdoms whose territories are now embraced in Northern Nigeria, 
and describes the people and their institutions. 

In his chapter " The Crescent and the Cross " the author says: 

As long as polygamy and domestic slavery exist, Christianity can make no great 
strides among either Mohammedans or pagans. To expect a pagan chief to discard 
thirty-nine of his forty wives, to illegitimatize, say, a hundred children, and to free 
all his domestic slaves, in order to become a Christian, is, of course, absurd. So 
also with the Mohammedans; a change of faith would be little to their worldly 
advantage. Domestic slavery may, in the distant future, be abolished by law ; but 
no British official will ever interfere in the matter of polygamy, which must remain 
the chief obstacle to the conversion of the Mohammedans. 



